
2 What was the area of Black Hill like before enclosure?  
Map 3 was produced around 1800 for Philip Morris from The Hurst near Clun. It shows the ‘sheepwalks’1, 

presumably mutually agreed but perhaps not, between himself and neighbouring landowners Mr. Edwards from The 

Cwm and Mr. Lellow. 

An attempt has been made to indicate the position of the Parish land. While this is only an approximate position, 

and the focus of the map is certainly some distance north of the turbary, nevertheless, the map offers some insight 

into the ways that Black Hill was used in the early 19th century. Most details on the map fall into 3 categories – stone, 

water and routes. Marked on the map are quarries, obvious stones, streams, ponds, roads and paths. These reflect 

the ways in which people used Black Hill – for building materials, sheep grazing and transport. These 3 functions 

were also reflected in some of the detail in the Inclosure Award of 1854, where William Eyton defined the position of 

carriage and driving roads (some public, some private) and who was to be responsible for their upkeep. He also 

instructed how certain quarries, ponds, pools and watercourses should be used and how tracts of land were to be 

fenced and by whom. In these ways the Award reflected how Black Hill was already being exploited by local people 

and landowners.  

The use of Black Hill for turf or peat also has a long history before its cutting was regulated by the Inclosure Award of 

1854. The following Declaration (fig. 3) was made in 1718 by ‘freeholders or occupiers of several messuages2, lands 

or tenements in the township of Obley of parish of Clunbury in the County of Salop have in respect of our several 

messuages or some part thereof right of common of pasture and turbary to a certain common or forest called Black 

Hill’. The signatories declared that they had been caused ‘very great damage’ by unnamed people who had ‘carried 

away great quantity of turfs……which have no right’. Furthermore, ‘we do likewise agree that Mr. Jeremy Edwards of 

                                                           
1 Sheepwalks – it is believed that this word was being used to refer to grazing areas rather than paths along which sheep were moved. 
2 Messuage - a dwelling house with outbuildings and land assigned to its use. 
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Map 3 Approximate position and size of the 

turbary/recreation ground 



Obley 3 shall employ such attorney or attorneys for the presenting or defending all such suits or similar which shall 

happen’.  

 Clearly, the resources of Black Hill were valued by all the residents and worth defending by those who held the 

rights to graze and cut peat. It is not known whether the threatened legal action had to be enforced.  

Apart from possible legal action, other danger existed in the form of wildfire. Of course, fire does not discriminate 

and provides the same threat to peat cutters, 

farmers, other users of hill land as well as 

domesticated, wild animals and vegetation.  Fig. 4 

illustrates this point from the summer of 1800 when 

Radnor Forest was subject to weeks of wildfire which 

was reported throughout the nation. Whilst one 

might reasonably argue with the Newcastle Courant 

concerning the location of Radnor Forest, the 

haphazard nature of such fires is well expressed. 

  

                                                           
3 Jeremy Edwards was great grandfather of the James Edwards that was cited in the 1854 Award. James was uncle of William Edwards who in 1850, for 

inheritance reasons, became William Edwards Brettell Vaughan. 
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