Clunbury Parish Council

www.clunburyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Ordinary Meeting of Clunbury Parish Council
26" June 2025

Present: ClIr. Croxton — Chair, Clir. Bailey, Cllr. Bramah-Taylor, ClIr. Davies, Cllr, Jones, ClIr. Harding, Clir.
Morgan. ClIr. Wall, Cllr. Lewis,
In attendance: Unitary Cllr: Sam Walmsley, one member of the public, Paul Mulligan — Clerk.

Meeting opened 19.00

MINUTES

1. Public Participation
A period of up to 15 minutes for members of the public to ask questions or submit comments.
One member of the public present. There was no contribution from the member of the public present.

2. Toreceive apologies for absence
Apologies should be submitted to the Parish Clerk in advance of the meeting.
All present

3. Declaration of Members’ Interests
To receive declarations of personal, prejudicial and pecuniary interests from members
relevant to items under discussion at the meeting.

None declared.

4. Confirmation of previous minutes
To receive and confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 15" May 2025.

Unanimously resolved to agree the minutes from 15" May2025.

5. Matters arising from minutes not Included in this agenda.

None

6. Update from Unitary Councillor Walmsley.
Since coming to power, the new administration has allocated significant attention to
pothole repair and road improvements, with the establishment of a third pothole
repair team. The council is actively working on visible improvements, including road
resurfacing. However, the financial situation remains challenging, necessitating the
repayment of loans through the sale of assets. Consequently, the Relief Road project is
to be cancelled due to the substantial increase in costs.

To aid in prioritising further improvement, the Council is collaborating closely with town
and parish councils via a survey. The County Council anticipates that more funds will be
allocated to rural areas. The Chair and Vice Chair will complete an initial draft of the
survey and distribute it to Members for comments. Questions were asked regarding Shire
Hall. It is essentially closed and the council is actively investigating its sale.


http://www.clunburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/

7. Financial Update
7.1 Payments from 1% April 2025

Clerk’s Salary Jan and Feb 368.34
Mr. Wall Insurance Refund 122.99
PAYE for Clerk 13.00
Website Fee 378.00
Mr. Davies - Burial Ground Upkeep 100.00
VAS Signs 6673.31
PAYE for Clerk 6.60
Clerk’s Salary March 184.07
PC Insurance 304.00

There were no matters arising from the expenditure record.
7.2 Bank reconciliation

There were no matters arising from the bank reconciliation..
7.3 Review of 2025-6 Budget

It was agreed that a number of budget lines would need to be added to the
spreadsheet to ensure it reflected the projected expenditure for the coming year. The
Clerk will make the adjustments and distribute it to members.

7.3 AGAR submissions for 2024-25

The documentation was reviewed and the Annual Governance Statement agreed upon.
It was also noted that the NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS had been publicised.

Unanimously resolved to approve the submission of the AGAR document Certificate
of Exemption for 2024-25.

7.4 Update on Banking Arrangements

The Clerk outlined the progress being made to move over the on-line banking.

8. Planning
8.1 Update on application at Little Brampton.
Currently, there is no update available. It was noted that the highway authority is
monitoring the road access. Some adjustments have been made to revise the location
for the septic and drainage system. A discussion took place regarding the outline
planning process.
8.2 Procedures regarding the Council’s role in planning applications.
The clerk outlined the general procedure for parish councils with regard to the

consideration of planning applications and the framework for the calling of council
planning meetings.



10.

11.

12.

Highways.
9.1 Road junction at Purslow

A discussion was held to address a telecommunications pole that is potentially
obstructing the line of sight for vehicles at the Purslow junction. The Chair confirmed
that the work had not been undertaken due to the logistical challenges associated with
relocating the pole and the associated costs. However, the issue has been partially
mitigated by volunteers. who have trimmed the surrounding grass. It was agreed that
Cllr. Morgan would contact BT for an updated response.

Consideration was also given to the line of sight traffic mirrors at the junction of the
Hundred Inn. Due to the presence of vehicles parked nearby, the mirrors are
frequently not able to function. It was agreed that Cllr. Wall would contact the Inn to
address the parking issue.

9.2 Speed restrictions through Twitchen.

The application for the adjustment of speed limits at Twitchen was reviewed. It was
noted that a scheme had been agreed upon some time ago, but its implementation
had not been carried out. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact West Mercia
Police to discuss the logistics of the current 30mph zone. Members will also contact
Shropshire Highways to ascertain the current status of the scheme.

Flooding in Clunton and stream clearance.

Discussion took place regarding historical flooding and potential future incidents in
Clunton. It was noted that work on some gullies and sections of the stream is
scheduled to be completed in the near future. However, all parties agreed that one
crucial issue was related to the site surrounding the bridge and its impact on the
potential for future floods. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the flood
prevention manager at Shropshire County to obtain guidance on how the bridge area
can be cleared.

VAS Sign Installation Update.

The Council were informed that the installation of the VAS signs will be completed by
15t July 2025.

Agricultural Fields East of Clunton.

The possible misuse of local farmland was discussed. It was noted that apparently
abandoned vehicles, poor use of the land and inappropriate structures were in place.
It was confirmed that County Planners were aware of the situation. Cllr. Warmsley will
contact the planning officer and update the Council at the next meeting.

Cemetery Access and Availability.

The Chair confirmed that the decision regarding access, specifically the
commencement and end points of the pathway near the cemetery, is currently being
reviewed by an external agency responsible for local rights of way matters. It was also



14.

15.

17.

18.

19.

noted that access to the cemetery complies with the guidelines established by the

Parish Council.

Climate and Environmental Group.

14.1 Report.
Cllr. Wall introduced his report that was previously circulated and he highlighted
specific areas. (see attached below for full report). There were no matters arising.

14.2 Request for Grant Aid.
Unanimously resolved to cover the costs of the village hall hire at £126.00 per annum
for the Climate and Environmental Group.

Matters arising and Ratification of Statutory and Non-Statutory Policies.
Finance

Standing Orders

Risk Assessment

Code of Conduct
The above policies were distributed before the meeting. There were no matters arising.

Unanimously resolved to adopt the above policies.

Grant request from Parish Newsletter.
It was noted that the publishers of the Parish Newsletter have requested a grant of
£250 towards its production costs. This will be further discussed at the next meeting

once further information is obtained.

Items for Next meeting.
Environmental act 2021.

Bridge at Clunbury.

Date of Next meeting.
Thursday 4" September 2025, 7pm at Clunton Village Hall.

Meeting closed 21.00

Signed as agreed :
Chair of Council

Date:



Clunbury Climate and Environment Group

Report to the Parish Council meeting on 26 June 2025

Whinberry Hill

On 18 May ten of us scythed bracken over a considerable part of the northern half of the site. We
returned on 15 June to cut the same area for a second time and will cut it for a third time on 20 July
(meeting at Fiddler’s Elbow at 10am), and possibly again in August. We borrow scythes and other
cutting tools from the National Trust and Natural England.

We are holding our third annual Whinberry Pick-nic on 20 July, meeting at Fiddler’s Elbow at mid-day.

We are intending to take a fourth series of drone photos of the area at the end of July in order to record
the changes that we have brought about over the last four years.

Walks

Those which have taken place since the last Parish Council meeting on 15 May have been as follows:

8 June: a Farm walk attended by 19 at Pennerley, where Duncan Bennett has made significant changes
on his farm, reducing inputs, reducing stocking and adopting rotational grazing. He now works shorter
hours for the same income. Many hundreds of metres of hedge have been planted, a culverted stream

restored and a pool created.

21 June: a delightful 6 mile walk exploring footpaths and quiet lanes from the Llan to Obley and around
the southern edge of the Parish

Group Meeting

We held a meeting on 20 June when Janet Cobb from Edgton spoke and encouraged us to link with
neighbouring parishes in pursuing the aim of nature recovery. Our next meeting will be on 5 September.

Purslow Show

For the first time we will have a stall at the Purslow Show (26 July) when we will show something of the
various activities we undertake.

Group contact: Tom Wall walltom@hotmail.co.uk 01588 660561
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