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Ordinary Meeting of Clunbury Parish Council
6 November 2025

MINUTES

Present: Cllr Croxton (Chair); Cllr Davies (Vice Chair); Cllr Bailey; Cllr Bramah-Taylor; Cllr Harding; Cllr Jones; Cllr Lewis; Cllr Morgan; Cllr Wall.
In attendance: Unitary Councillor Walmsley; Richard Hunt, Parish Council Clerk; Six members of the public.

Meeting opened: 18.30

1.  Public Participation
      Members of the public raised the following issues:
· An intended increase in the speed limit from 30 to 40mph on a section of the 
road in Twitchen  
· The possible establishment of a Community Speed Watch team in Twitchen. 
Councillors were able to respond within the meeting agenda (para 11 b)). The
 latter will also be included on the agenda for the January meeting. (para 17).

2. Apologies for absence
All members of the council were present.  

3. Declaration of Members’ Interests
None declared.

4. Confirmation of previous minutes
The minutes of the Ordinary meeting on 4 September 2025 and the ExtraOrdinary meeting on 9 October 2025 were approved unanimously and signed by the Chair.
         
5. Matters arising from minutes not Included in this agenda. 
None.

6. Clerk’s report.
The handover from the previous Clerk is complete and the banking mandate has been updated. Grant funding is available for the conservation of historic buildings in England if Clunbury Parish has candidates. 

7. Update from Unitary Councillor.
Shropshire Council will have to declare bankruptcy before Christmas if it is unable to procure an emergency £50 million loan from central government.  If successful, this will enable the council to discharge its plan and commitment to county-wide services until the end of this fiscal year. Failure will result in a reduction in non-statutory services.  

8. Planning
It was RESOLVED to approve (eight in favour, one against) Planning Application 25/03645/OUT Proposed Affordable Dwelling to the north of Little Brampton with provisos. See Appendix A to these minutes. Representations were made by the applicant and the applicant’s agent. 

9. Climate and Environmental Group.
The group’s latest report is available via the link: https://clunburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/clunbury-climate-and-environment-group-november-2025-report/
It was RESOLVED unanimously to apply for a grant for £1,244 from the Conservation Fund of the Shropshire Hills National Landscape to purchase scythes to cut the bracken at Whinberry Hill. Matched funding will be in the form of volunteer labour, and not incur any financial contribution from the parish council (PC). 
The next group meeting is on 28 November at 10.00 in Clunbury Village Hall.
The PC’s commitment to the Shropshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy has been demonstrated by several actions. Please see an update via the link: https://clunburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/activities-contributing-towards-the-slnrs-november-2025/

10. Financial Update
It was RESOLVED unanimously to approve the latest reconciled income and expenditure report and bank balance. Total funds available are £12,519.71.  The latest budget report was noted.  The Clerk will include a budget estimate for 2026-27 at the January meeting to inform the PC’s precept application.
        
11. Highways.
a) Road junction at Purslow. The PC RESOLVED unanimously to approve the expenditure of an additional £8.79 to purchase a no parking sign to attach to the post that supports the traffic mirror at Purslow Junction. The original allocation of funds was £20.00, but the quote obtained was slightly higher. Cllr Wall will action.
b) Speed restrictions and road narrowing through Twitchen. The Shropshire Council’s plan to increase the speed limit on a section of the road through the village from 30 – 40 mph is based on the requirement for limits to comply with highway enforcement rules. The current stretch of 30mph limit is too long for the police to enforce.  Cllr. Warmsley will try to convince Shropshire Council to delay the increase in speed limit until the PC has conducted a local consultative process through the Parish Post and the PC’s website drafted by Cllr Morgan. This will also allow time to gather further information, perhaps through a Community Speed Watch initiative. Shropshire Council will not cut the hedge along the road in Twitchen, citing it as a way of controlling road speed. 
c) The VAS signs at Kempton are operating, one having required an adjustment following an apparent knock by a vehicle. It is not yet evident whether the signs are having a positive impact on road speed. The PC will install the available mobile VAS in Clunton.

12. Flooding in Clunton and stream clearance
Cllr Warmsley will ask Shropshire Council Flood Team if they will provide the PC and local community with permission to clear the silt and debris from under the arches of the bridge in Clunton. Shropshire Council were scheduled to conduct this work by October but a lack of resource prevented them doing so. 

13. The Crown Inn
New tenants have taken over the business in Clunton.

14. Kempton Phone Box
Cllr Walmsley will follow up the correspondence between the PC, Shropshire Council and BT, in an effort to reinstall the kiosk.
 
15. Emergency Planning
The PC will consider this topic at the meeting in January, focusing on the need for a Flood Response Plan for the parish.  

16.  Parish Council management and communications
The Clerk will draft terms of reference for the PC’s Personnel and Environment committees for consideration at the meeting in January. This is to ensure that the roles of these committees are understood by and transparent to all members of the PC. 

17. Councillors’ submissions and items for the next meeting
A basic safety inspection of the gravestones at Clunton Cemetery has been conducted, in accordance with the requirement to check every five years. 
Items for the next meeting not already minuted:
· Community Speed Watch teams in the parish (including Twitchen)

18. Date of Next meeting
     Ordinary meeting on 8 January 2026 in Kempton Village Hall at 6.30pm.

Meeting closed at 8:52pm



