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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th January 2025 
In Kempton Village Hall at 6.30pm. 

 
PRESENT 
Cllr J Croxton (Chairman), Cllr I Davies (Vice Chairman), Cllr P Harding, Cllr J Hu=er, Cllr K Bailey, 
Cllr M Jones, Cllr L Lewis, Cllr T Wall, Cllr N Morgan. 
Shropshire Cllr N Hartin. 
3 members of the public. 
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk). 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
As and when required. 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 21.11.24 
Under “Planning”:  Application No. 23/03696/AGR.  Second line: take out “and the two sites were currently 
being developed.”  Subject to this clarification the Minutes were then approved and signed by the Chairman as 
a true and accurate record. 
However, Councillors were concerned about the work being carried out on the site.  Chairman to draft a letter 
from the Parish Council to the Planning Department reporting that there had been complaints from 
parishioners regarding the untidy state of the site and to ask for advice regarding compliance with the 
conditions imposed by the Planners.  Letter to be circulated to all Parish Councillors before being sent o=. 
 
REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE CLLR N HARTIN 
Shropshire Council were still trying to find £35m to cover the shortfall in the budget.  Under consideration was a 
three-weekly bin collection and more sta= redundancies.  The Highways budget was not exempt and another 
£1m was being taken out. 
The Local Plan Consultation was still in progress. 
Fly tipping was becoming a problem.  The system of booking-in to use the recycling centre at Craven Arms did 
not always work as people from outside the area were excluded.  But it was a case of “use it or lose it”. 
Cllr Hartin would not be standing again at the Local Elections in May. 
 
Cllr Hartin then left the meeting. 
 
REPORT FROM CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT GROUP 
Cllr Wall read through his written report and would circulate this to all Cllrs following this meeting.  A copy 
would be appended to these Minutes. 
 
ROADS/STREETSCENE: 

(a) Clunton.  Pot holes in Gunridge Lane were very bad but it was very unlikely to be resurfaced owing to 
budget cuts.  Flood barriers were needed for the pub, and also the Gunridge stream needed to be 
cleaned out.  Cllr Morgan asked whether the Parish Council could get some of these jobs done. 
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(b) Kempton.  VAS costs keep going up. 
(c) Twitchen.  Nothing to report at the moment. 
(d) Clunbury.  Pot holes were a problem. 

 
COUNCIL FINANCE: 

(a) Account balances were reported as: 
Community (current) account        £4,305.81 
Cllr Wall asked whether the £600 cheque had been paid yet and if not, could it be cancelled.  Clerk to 
check and action if required. 
 
Business Savings account        £1,357.53 
(£1,055.10 of which was ring-fenced for the Whinberry Hill project) 
Sports & Recreation account            £406.51. 

 
(b) It was unanimously agreed to pay the following: 

Ms N Adams (salary November and December)         £368.54 
HMRC (PAYE November and December)            £12.80 
A Holmes (new Parish Council laptop)           £520.00. 

 
(c) To decide Precept for financial year 2025/26: 

The Clerk had circulated reference documents and after discussion it was agreed to request a Precept 
of £5,750.00. 

 
PLANNING: 
Application No. 24/04536/AGR.  Extensions to existing agricultural building at Lower Coston Farm, Broome 
Road, Aston on Clun.  No comment. 
 
Application No. 24/04523/FUL.  Agricultural/equestrian building, etc at Cottage Farm, 32 Clunton.  No 
comment. 
 
Application No. 24/04566/AGR.  Agricultural building/fodder store/covered yard at Chapel Farm, Clunbury, 
had been refused.  Chairman had established that this application would be superseded by a formal planning 
application for a smaller building on the site. 
 
Application No. 24/04474/TCA.  Tree works at Holland House, Clunbury.  Neighbours each side had no 
objection.  No comment. 
 
Application No. 24/10524/ENF.  Alleged breach of planning control at 4 Orchard Place, Clunbury.  Awaiting 
decision from Planning Department. 
 
Hedge removal in Clunton 
There had been noticeable ground works on the north side of Sowdley Wood.  Cllr Hu=er said this was work 
authorised under the Stewardship Scheme.  The Scheme included double fencing the boundary to protect the 
regrowth and replanting the hedgerow, including a section across the middle of the field that had been cut 
down completely. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT: 

(a) Planning applications to be received on the Clunbury Parish Council laptop to enable circulation to 
Parish Councillors to be expedited.  Clerk to arrange. 



(b) Replacement laptop  had been received and was working well. 
(c) Website.  Clerk to liaise with Cllr Morgan regarding access code, etc. 

 
ONGOING PARISH MATTERS: 
Adoption of BT phone boxes: 

(a) Clunton and Kempton.  Clerk had emailed Lois Dale at Shropshire Council about the current situation 
regarding these two boxes. 

(b) Clunbury.  It was not known whether Clunbury wanted to keep the kiosk or have it removed.  Chairman 
to make initial enquiries. 

(c) Twitchen.  The defibrillator was being stored by Jack Limond in Clun, the di=iculty was in finding an 
Electrician.  Mrs Muttitt spoke from the floor and said she would provide and pay for an Electrician and 
also take charge of maintaining the phone box and its immediate surroundings.  Chairman to discuss 
this with Mrs Muttitt outwith the meeting. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Emergency Planning.  Chairman to pursue this with Ryan Davies, Clun Town Mayor 
 
Burial ground.  The Parish Council had not padlocked the gate from the field.  Cllr Davies said the owners of 
Whimberry House were keen to co-operate re: legal access to the burial ground. 
 
Clerk submitted her resignation letter to the Chairman and would leave on 31st March, ie the end of the 
financial year.  Personnel Committee to arrange advertising the vacancy. 
 
DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING 
Thursday 27th March 2025 in Clunton Village Hall at 6.30pm. 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
JHC/NEA 
17.1.25 


